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INTERESTING INTELLIGENCE FROM INDIA. 


[The following, although a little out of courfe, as it contains fome par- 
ticulars not before communicated, will be read with much intereft by 
all who wifh for the [pread of the Redeemer’s name.) 


Extra of a Letter from the Rev. Dr. Carzy, to the 
Rev. Mr. Witxiiams, of New-York, dated Cal- 
cutta, December 18, 1807, 


My dear Brother, 


V arious have been the dealitigs of God with me 
and all my brethren within the laft year. We have met with 
unexampled affiftance im our work, and we have likewife experi- 
enced unexampled hindrances. Our efforts have been feeble, 
compared with our fituation, and our fuccefs has been extremelf 
varied. Yet through the mercy of God we continue till the 
prefent day, and Rill bear a feeble teftimony to the word of his 

ce. 

orThe Lord has wonderfully ftirred up the whole religious world, 
of every denomination, to favour the work in which we are en- 
gaged, and to contribute pecuniary affiftance to a large amount. 

ur American friends have a fpecial claim upon our gratitude in 
this refpect, and will, we hope, have the confolation of hearing the 
grateful acknowledgments of thoufands in glory, to whom the © 
word of God (to the tranflation of which they have contributed} 
has been preciots, even his power unto falvation. The willing 
offerings which have been made towards the erection of thié 
Tabernacle, convince us that the filver and the gold are tie 
Lord’s, and encourage us to go on with our work. 

R 
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When I firft came into this country, I thought it would be 
a great favour if I were permitted to fee the tranflation of the 
Scriptures into the Bengalee language completed and printed? 
and my utmoft expectations fearcely arofe fo high, as to hope t 
fee its completion. We had then no printing-prefs, and for fome 
years {carcely entertained the hope that we ever fhould have one : 
this blefling God has beftowed upon us. We have been enabled 
to begin he tranflation of the word of God into twelve lan- 
guages, and to carry it to a very confiderable extent in feveral 
of them, I entertain a feeble hope that I may live to fee them 
all completed. Six of them are in the prefs; and the otHers will 
be put to the prefs as foon as types-can be cut to print them. 

All the different languages of the Eaft are written in a differ- 
ent character, and we are obliged to fabricate types of them all. 
When it is confidered that in moft of them printing was never 
executed before, and that we have to inftruét the natives of the 
country in the whole bufinefs of founding, printing, &c. you will 
rather wonder that fo great progrefs has been made, than the 
reverie. 

There are many more languages in the Eaft, into which the 
Bible is not tranflated ; notwithitanding which, I hope the time 
is not far diftant, when the precious word of life will be’ univer- 
fally read in thofe dark regions of the earth which are to this day 
the habitations of cruelty. 

The fuccefs which has attended the preaching of the gofpel 
in thefe parts has not equalled our wifhes; yet f mut acknowl- 
edge that we have great reafon for thankfulnefs on that account. 
It is a pleafant thing to hear men pray, and preach the gofpel, 
who but a few years ago were in all the darknefs of heathenifm ; 
and that pleafure we witnefs. There are two perfons among 
our native brethren who are regularly called to the work of the 
minifiry, and five or fix who occafionally exhort their country- 
men. There are now four churches of baptized believers in 
Bengal ; one of which will, in all probability, be foon formed 
into two ; and I truft another will be foon formed in another 
part of the country. A church failed from here to fettle at 
Rongooen, in the Burman empire, about a fortnight ago. This 
confifted of two brethren and their wives, who are gope thither 
to attempt the introduction of the gofpel into that land of dark- 
nefs. One of them is my eldef fon. 

There are now in India thirty-four minifters who preach the 
gofpel ; of whom there are three in Hindoofthan, fixteen in Ben- 
gal, two in the Teélinga country, one at Bombay, eight in the 

outhern part of the Peninfula, three in Ceylon, and two in the 
Burman empire. Perhaps I ought to fay, three or four more in 
the fouthern part of the Peninfula, but I am not certain. Among 
thefe there are fix of the Church of England, feven or eight In- 
dependents, one or two Prefbyterians, fourteen Baptifts, and the 
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others Lutherans. We are all of one heart, and help each other 
as much as we can. 
Thus, dear brother, I have given you a fhort account of our 


~ fate. We ftill need the help of God and our brethren. Pray 


for us, that we may endure to the end. 
I am affectionately your’s, 


W. CAREY. 








MEMOIRS OF REV. GARDNER THURSTON. 
(Continued from page 103.) 
Newport, 24th March, 1792. 
‘‘ Dear Madam, 
“ ] HAVE heard that you have not enjoyed fo good health 
of late as ufual, on account of the lofs of one of your eyes; and 
sheet you defire me to write you on this fubject. 

“ Could any thing drop from my per that might be beneficial 
and comfortable, it would yield me the moft peculiar pleafure. 
We are informed by fcripture, that affli@tion cometh aot out of 
the ground, neither doth trouble {pring out of the duft. It is 
not by.chance, but by the will and counfel of God, and is de- 
figned for our benefit. Heb. xii. 5—18. You have heard and 
read much of J ob,—his fevere trials and afflictions, and his pa- 
tience, and the cious end the Lord had in view. All turned 
eut at laft to fis great advantage. He learned more of God 
and his divine perfeétions, than ever he knew before; fo that he 
abhorred himfelf, and repented in duft and. afhes. I hope, my 
dear friend, that your prefent affliction will be fo fanétified, that 
it may have the fame bleffed effects. 

“ Afflidions are God’s fchocl. There we may learn the van- 
ity of this world, and its utter infufficiency to make us happy: 
It is all in vain to expect happinefs from any quarter, but in the 
love and favour of God, and being re-united to him through our 
Lord Jefus Chrift. 

“ The lofs of the fight of one eye is very great, and it is 
mercy you have one left.  ‘Thefe bodily eyes muft foon fail—be 
clofed, and we be in the land of darknefs, where we fhall not need 
them. Job x. 21,22. But, dear madam, there is another eye 
which the Lord will give to all who love him fupremely ; which 
is vaftly preferable to us, even in this world ; I mean the eye of 
faith. By this, Abraham faw Chrift’s day ‘dnd was glad: by 
this, Job fe his Redeemer, and Mofes faw him who was invifi- 
ble. By this, we now behold the once fuffering, bleeding Lamb 
of God, who died for our fins, and rofe again for our jultification. 
Yes, by this eye we can look within the vail, and fee Chrift, feated 
at the right hand of God, and ever living to make interceffion 
for all who come unto God by him. By this eye, we can look 
through the pearly gates of the New Jerufalem, and view the 
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fpirits of the juft made porte joined with the bleffed angels in 
celebrating the praifes of their God and King. | 

“O tranfporting fight! Methinks, madam, you are now ready” 
to cry, Lord, evermore give me this fight! He will give it to 
every one who comes unto him and afks for it. Yes, dear friend, 
I have fomething more to fay,—that we fhall fee the dear Lord 
with thefe bodily eyes, though ufelefs in the grave; he will 
change thefe vile bodies, with all their members, and fafhion 
them like his own glorious body. Then hope will ceafe in frui- 
tion, and faith in vifion. Then thofe eyes which have been fo 
long clofed and ufelefs, fhall be opened again, and made ufeful. 
With mine eyes fhall I behold: him, and not another for me. 
Then fhall we fee the Saviour, and converfe with him, as one 
friend converfeth with another. We {hall fee him and be en- 
tirely conformed to his image, and be ever with the Lord. 
Think, dear friend, what a glorious fight this will be, which can 
never wax old or dim. The inhabitants of the New Jerufalem 
fhall no more fay they are fick. There will be no more pain; 
forrow and fighing fhall entirely flee away, 

“The dear Lord grant you, and every branch of your family, 
this portion. : ' 
“¢ remain your fincere friend, 

“ Garvner Tauasron,” 


Zo a young Minifler under fome Trials. 
“ f rejoice in the grace of God beftowed on you, and the fuc- 
cefs granted you. P pray God to give you the wifdom of the 
ferpent, and the harmleffnefs of the dove. A good caufe, a 
good confcience, a fteady and uniform conduét, will put to filence 
the ignorance of foolifh men. I cannot give you better advice 
than Paul gave to Timothy. Read again and again his fecond 
epiftle, fecond chapter. I fympathize with you in your trials; 
but be affured that God will be with you in fix and in feven 
troubles." I know that your mind mutt be differently exercifed ; 
and Satan will not be wanting on his part to take every advan- 
tage to hurt your ufefulnefs; and there are fome who will unite 
with him, and watch for your halting. ' 
“1 believe that God, who walks in the midft of the feven 
golden candlefticks, will fupport and defend you. Be upon your 
ruard to cut off occafion from thofe who feek occafion to {peak 
Sifrefpeafully of you. Endeavour always to exhibit a gofpel 
temper. If they curfe, do you blefs ; for the fervant of the Lord 
mutt not ftrive, but in meeknefs inftru& thofe who oppofe them- 
felves. ‘You ‘muft not think your afflictions ftrange; they are 
what your Mafter and many of his fervants met with before. 
You are only filling up your meafure of that which was behind, 
of the affliction of Chit in your flefh, for his body’s fake, which 
is the church. O bleffed privilege, to partake with Chrift in his 
afflictions! Be not difcouraged, for the power of the enemy i: 
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limited like the great deep ; hitherto it may come, and no further, 
For the wrath of man thall praife him, and the remainder fhall- 


he reftrain. 


“ Concerning polemic performances, I will juft obferve, thar I 
have formerly read many, 3nd after all I find the Bible to be the 
beft book to difcoyer what truth is, and to eftablifh us in the truth. 
In this book we find a glorious difplay of God’s juftice, in the 
righteous condemnation of the wicked; and a glorious difplay of 
his divine grace in the falvation of his people, Even from the 
foundation to the top-flone, it is all grace, grace, free grace.” 

Again he writes, “ My dearly beloved ion in the faith, you 
and I muft not only preach a crucified Jefus, but liye to his giory. 
“ In the morning be thy feed,” &c, and God will blefs and 
grant fuccefs when and where he pleafés. He will reward his 
minifters, not according to their fuccefs, but according to their 
faithfulnefs. 

“ I think every mean in our power ought to be made ufe of, 
for the fpread of the gofpel. How affeéting it is, that fuch a 
large part of the oe cua of this globe are now in grofs dark- 
nelé ! It appears to me, by the prefent events of Providence, 
that fome great good is about to be difclofed to the world. Q 
that God would be pleafed.to open the fountain of his goodnefs, 
and caufe the divine influence of his Spirit to {fpread far and 
wide, till the whole earth be filled with his glory, and-all nations 
fee his falvation.”’ ; 

Mr. Thurfton was well acquainted with afflitions; for he 
lived to fee all his near relations, except his daughter, buried. 
On thefe occafions he gave vent to his pious foul by writing to 
his friends the genuine exercifes of his heart. _ 

To one of his correfpondents he ohferves,* “I embrace the 
prefent opportunity to inform you, that I enjoy a better ftate of 
health than I have for fome years paft. I have abundant reafon 
to blefs God, who has been the guide ef my youth and through 
life, for that fupport afforded me in the late trying difpenfation 
which I have pafled Cvoug He has indeed beea a prefenr 
help in time of trouble. How univitable would it be for us to 
have all our evils and trying changes in view at.once! There- 
fore Jet us admire the words of Jefus, “ Sufficient to the day is 
the evil thereof.” He warns us againft being filled with anxiety 
about to-morrow. 

«© may I ever lean on my helper God. I am indeed palling 
through the very furnace of afflidtion, and drinking the bitter cup 
of the fame: but it is the cup which my heavenly Father gives 
me, apd it is mixed with mercy. It is all right: for I am dure 
that infinite wifdom cannot err, and that infinite gooduefs orderg 
all things for the beft to them who love htm. O why fhould 
fuch an unprofitable fervant as I am be fpared? Whiat are the 


* A little after he had buried his affectionate, pious and mach eficemed 
wife, whe departed this life December 17, 1784. 
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defigns of Providence ? Surely-the Lord has fomething further 
for me to do in his houfe, elfe I fhould have been cut down. 
I am firm in the opinion that God will not take away his min- 
ifters before their work is done. if there be one more finner to 
be converted by their miniftry, one more faint to be comforted, 
they will be continued. I hope I fhall be willing to wait all the 
days of my appointed time, till my change come ;. then, through 
rich grace, be like a fhock of corn fully ripe coming in, in its 
feafon. And why fhould a minifter or a Chriftian with to ftay 
one moment longer out of heaven than he can be ufeful ?” 

It was Mr. Thurfton’s meat and drink to be ufeful in Zion, 
and he was fo till his departure. Although he was not able to 
preach for about three years before his death; yet he was able 
to attend meeting for the moft part of that time, and to vifit his 
flock, and to fpeak comfertably unto God’s people. He appear- 
ed to be all the time on the wing for heaven: in fine, we can fay 
with propriety, that his converfation was in heaven. I had the 

leafure of accompanying a number of minifters and Cbriftian 
riends to his houfe, in the courfe of about eighteen months before 
be left us, and they all faid, on returning from this interview 
with him, that they never faw any one fo uncondiionally given 
up to live upon the promifes of God, as he was; and who would 
talk fo familiarly and conftantly about death, being with Jefus, 
knowing the faints m heaven, and the unutterable felicity which 
would overwhelm the whole ranfomed family of God in the 
refurrection morning. ors Pk § 

With all this glow of love to God and men, he appeared even 
in his deportment, and regular in converfation. He obferved, 
«that the more we advance in the divine life, the more regu- 
Jar our frames will be.” “My dear Lord,” faid he, “has not 
forfaken me in my advanced age. I feel determined as much 
as ever to goon in the ftrength of the Lord, and to make mention 
of his righteoufnefs, and of his only. For it pleafed-him to con- 
vince me, in my very early days, of the depravity of my nature, 
and the wretchednefs of my heart ; and to call me by his free and 
fovereign grace into the way of life and falvation, alone through 
the merits and righteoufnefs of his dear Son. But I have 
reafon to regret, that I have made fo little progrefs in the 
Chriftian life. By the grace of God, Iam what i am. The 
enjoyment of the divine prefence is better than life. 

«The pfalmift prayed that God would not leave him, when he 
was old and grey-headed ; and God fays, * I will never leave thee 
nor forfake thee.” © how excellent alfo is that all-comprehenfive 
promife, “ I will be their God, and they fhall be my ;“#ple.” 
Satan will try his utmoft to fhake the foundation of the Chriftian’s 
hope, to defpair of his relation to God as a Father in Chritt ; 
nay, to raze if poffible the foundation of all religion: and need 
we wonder, that he fhould thus tempt us, when we learn that 
he tempted our dear Redeemer! But we can tell him that he is 
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conquered and vanquifhed, and that Chrift’s victory is our’s. 
Yfa. xl. 1, 2. John xvi. 33. 

“¢ Chrift’s death, refurreéction and interceffion all combine to ren- 
- der the believer’s hope both fure and ftedfaft. But O, this wretch- 
ed heart of unbelief, this deftroys the Chriftian’s comfort. 
Lord, increafe our faith ; Lord, help our.unbelief.”” He adds, 
“‘ My dear friend, when you get near to God, let me requelt the 
remembrancé¢ of one who is the leaft of all faints.” 

Mr. Thurfton was remarkably fond of meditating, and con- 
verfing upon the triumphs of the Chriftian over death and the 

ave; and the perfection of our nature, and the extenfivenefs 
of our knowledge, when we come to dwell with Chrift in 
heaven. “O,” faid he, “when I come into the glorious pref- 
ence of my Lord, I fhall f@amd know thofe fervants, and chil- 
dren of my heavenly Fath ith whom I took {weet counfel 
while on earth. Yes, I {fall Know hem as quick and with as 
much certainty as Peter knew Mofes and Elias, when they de- 
fcended from heaven to mount Tabor to converfe with Chrift. 
I am not afraid to die, for my Lord Jefus will be with me, and 
I fhall fear no evil. I know in whom I have believed, and am 
fure that he will keep that, which I have committed unto 
him. What is that? It is my all, for I have been enabled to 

ive myfelf into his hands. Therefore I am not troubled about 
Fis property, for he knows how to keep it.” ' 

One morning I called upon him, juft after he had recovered 
from a fainting, and with a {mile upon his countenance, he faid, 
“JT did not think of feeing your face again in the flefh one hour 
paft; for I expeded to have been with Jefus in heaven before 
this moment. YetI donot wifh you to think that my Lord 
will tarry too long. His underftanding is infinite. He is un- 
changeable. I have lived to a good old age, and have feen the 
falvation of the Lord. I long to fee my Saviour in glory. 
He will come quickly. For me to die is gain. The death of 
the righteous is called only a fleep. Them who fleep in Jefus 
will God bring with him. And the dead in Chrift fhall rife 
fir. We fhall then be like him, for we fhall fee him as he is. 
He will change our vile bodies, and make them like unto his 
moft glorious body. Then fhall I be fatisfied,” &c. 

A little after this bleffed interview, he was more unwell, and 
became debilitated in his {peech, and for a few days beforg his 
death, could not communicate intelligibly the tramfporting 
views he had of another world. But his ferene and {miling 
countenance and geftures, were powerfully combined to fhew 
unto us, that the arms of infinite ftrength were underneath, and 
the lightsof God’s countenance beaming upon his foul. Mr. 
R. Rogers, his nephew, and myfelf were fitting by him, when 
he fell afleep in Jefus upon the 23d of Augult, 1802, without 
uttering one groan to pierce our hearts. 













Letier from Rev. Mr. Warrer. 


* Now fimiling angels round him wait, 

“ And waft his fpirit to tha’ fate, 

* Where nothing thall his peace annoy, 
** Where dwells whutterable joy ; 

“« Where trees of life forever grow, 

* And fprings of living waters flow. 

* Of may he hear, from Chrift the Sen, 
“The happy plaudit of © “ell done ;” 

* In blifs Supreme O may he thine, 

“ With 2 refulgence all divine.” 


He left only one somite to mourn the departure of one of 
the eit, moft dear, tender, pious and affectionate fathers that has 
lived on earth. This amiable daughter paid every attention to 
her father which was poffible for aghild to do in this wale of 
teats; and I may fafely fay worthy of fuch univerfal 
attention. It was his earneft” at fhe might experience 
the efficacy of rich grace, and ¥ the happinefs: to believe 
fhe has; for fince his death our dear Lord has given her a good 
hope, through grace, and fhe has joined the church. 

Upon the 25th of Auguft, the minifters of every denomination 
in the town, and fome from the adjacent towns, and a large 
multitude attended his funeral, when the Rev. Stephen Gano, of 
Providence, delivered a fuitable difcourfe from Rey. ii. 10. 








"Here the dear flock of God faw their under fhepherd clothed 


> 





in death, and laid among the dead. Maultitudes wept over his 
duit. He went down to the grave beloved by all denominations 
who knew him, for his charaéter was unblemifhed and truly dear 
to the hearts of the pious. 

Thus, dear fir, I put into your hands the fall fketch of the 
life of your uncle ; and:leave it with you to make that ufe of it, 
which you may think beft for the intereft of ‘religion; and fub- 
feribe mytelf, 

Your’s, affectionately, 
JOSHUA BRADLEY. 
Mansfield, (Con. ) 02. 1808. 


Me. Joseru Rogers. 
SS 


RELIGIOUS REVIVALS. 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Warren to 
the Rev. Mr. Boop, dated Salem, (N. Y.) i6th 
July, 1808. 

Very dear Brother, 

SINCE you left this part of the country, there have been 
fome very material alterations. Probably you have heard of 


the revival of religion in Pownal ;—about eighty have been added 
to the church in that town. I am alfo informed, there has been » 
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@ great révival in Pantén, on the ealt fide of Lake Champlain ; 
but do not know the number added to the church in that place. 
Likewife in Elizabethtown, on the weft fide of the lake, there has 
been a good work ; and I had information a few days fince, by 
a brother from that place, that it ftill continues. At Galway, in 
the county of Saratoga, the Lord has revived his work. The 
firt of June I was informed by elder Rogers that about forty 
had been baptized there. Many other places to the weftward 
have been favoured with fimilar bleflings. . 

You will rejoice with me, my brother, to hear that God has 
given us a little reviving in the midft.ot our bondage. ‘The laf 
fall and fore part of winter the pedple in general in this place 
appeared unufually inattentive; the youth in general feomed 
determined for deftruction ; and but very few of thofe who made 
no profeffion of religion would attend public worfhip. Yet the 
church niaintained @ good degree of union, and the brethren 
appeared determined to maintain the caufe of religion. This 
has been a great fatisfaction to me, for a number of years patt. 
Though the church has, been but fmall, yet there has been a 
regular walk among the brethren. “They have been punétual in 
general to attend clrrch-meetings and communions. Indeed I 
do not expeé ever to fee a church maintain a greater degree of, 
union, nor have fewer difficulties than we have had for feven 
years patt. 

Some time in December laf, evening conferences were fet: up 
in the neighbourhood where I live; and the brethren appeared 
quite engaged in prayer and exhortation. Some of the young 
people attended, and appeared to hear with folemnity ; but there 
Was no apparent conceri among the unregenerate, till about the 
firft of Febrwary, whem it became evident that there was an in- 
quiry among fome of the youth. - The work appeared gradually 
to increafe ; and conferences were holden two evenings in a week, 
from about that time. | 

On the firft fabbath in March, five were baptized; this ap- 

ared to alarm many, and the awakening foon fpread preity 
generally through every part of the iociety. Vuin meetings of 
the youth were no more attended, unlefs by a very few; but 
religious conferences were fet up all around. {I generally at- 
tended five or fix evenings in a week; and yet I believe 1 did 
not attend much more than half the conferences in the circle of 
our congregation. Meetings on Lord’s days were very full, and 
people appeared to‘hear as foreternity. In conference meetings, 
fuch an awful folemnity was vifible on the minds of people in 
general, as I think I have never feen before., Some meetings, 
for folemnity, feemed almoft like the judgment day. 

Your acquaintanee with me, and the intereft you have in the 
welfare of my family, will excufe me for being a httle particular ; 
but ftill it will be impoffible for me to detcribe the great mercies 

of God to my family, or my owm feelings on the occafion, Had 
. _ Roee 
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“ Now filing angels round him wait, 

“ And waft his fpirit to that ftate, 

* Where nothing thall bis peace annoy, 
** Where dwells unutterable joy ; 

“ Where trees of life forever grow, 

* And fprings of living waters flow. 

* ©! may he hear, from Chrift the Son, 
“The happy plaudit of © Weil done ;” 

* In blifs fupreme O may he fhine, 

“ With a refalgence all divine.” 


He left only one —— to mourn the departure of one of 
the beit, moft dear, tender, pious and affeCtionate fathers that has 
lived on earth. This amiable daughter paid every attention to 
her father which was pofitble for a child to do in this wale of 
teats; and I may fafely fay th worthy of fuch univerfal 
attention. It was his earneft pr t fhe might experience 
the efficacy of rich grace, and_ the happinefs: to believe 
fhe has; for fince his death our dear Lord has given her a good 
hope, through grace, and fhe has joined the church. 

Upon the 25th of Auguft, the minifters of every denomination 
in the town, and fome from the adjacent towns, and a large 
multitude attended his funeral, when the Rev. Stephen Gano, of 
Providence, delivered a fuitable difcourfe from Rey. ii. 10. 

"Here the dear flock of God faw their under fhepherd clothed 
in death, and laid among the dead. Maultitudes wept over his 
duit. He went down to the grave beloved by all denominations 
who knew him, for his character was unblemifhed and truly dear 
to the hearts of the pious. 

Thus, dear fir, I put into your hands the fyhall fketch of the 
life of your uncle ; and-leave it with you to make that ufe of it, 
which you may think beft for the intereft of religion; and fub- 
feribe myielf, 







Your’s, affectionately, 
JOSHUA BRADLEY. 
Mansfield, (Con.) 02. 1808. 


Me. Jossru Rocers. 
—— 


RELIGIOUS REVIVALS. 


Extra¢t of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Warren to 
the Rev. Mr. Boop, dated Salem, (N. Y.) i6th 
July, 1808. 

Very dear Brother, 

SINCE you left this part of the country, there have been 


fome very material alterations. Probably you have heard of 
x the revival of religion in Pownal ;—about eighty have been added 


to the church in that town. I am alfo informed, there has been 
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@ great revival in Panttn, on the ealt fide of Lake Champlain ; 
but do not know the number added to the church in that place. 
Likewife in Elizabethtown, on the weft fide of the lake, there has 
been a good work ; and I had information a few days fince, by 
a brother from that place, that it ftill continues. At Galway, in 
the county of Saratoga, the Lord has revived his work. The 
firt of June I was informed by elder Rogers that about forty 
had been baptized there. Many other places to the weltward 
have been favoured with fimilar bleflings. 

You will rejoice with me, my brother, to hear that God has 
given us a little reviving in the midft.ot our bondage. ‘The laf 
fall and fore part of winter the pedple in general in this place 
appeared unufually inattentive; the youth in general feomed 
determined for deftruction ; and but very few of thofe who made 
no profeflion of religion would attend public worfhip. Yet the 
church maintained @ good degree of union, and the brethren 
appeared determined to maintain the caufe of religion. This 
has been a great fatisfaction to me, for a number of years patt. 
Though the church has been but fmall, yet there has been a 
regular walk among the brethren. “They have been punétual in 
general to attend church-meetings and communions. Indeed I 
do not expect ever to fee a church maintain a greater degree of, 
union, nor have fewer difficulties than we have had for feven 
years palt. 

Some time in December laf, evening conferences were fet up 
in the neighbourhood where [| live; and the brethren appeared 
quite engaged in prayer and exhortation. Some of the young 
people attended, and appeared to hear with folemnity ; but there 
Was no apparent conceri among the unregenerate, till about the 
firft of Febrwary, whem it became evident that there was an in- 
quiry among fome of the youth. ‘The work appeared gradually 
to increafe ; and conferences were holden two evenings in a week, 
from about that time. 

On the firft fabbath in March, five were baptized; this ap- 
peared to alarm many, and the awakening foon {pread pretty 
generally through every part of the jociety. Vain meetings of 
the youth were no more attended, unlefs by a very few; but 
religious conferences were fet up all around. {I generally at- 
tended five or fix evenings in a week; and yet I believe I did 
not attend much more than half the conferences in the circle of 
our congregation. Meetings on Lord’s days were very full, and 
people appeared tohear as foreternity. In conference meetings, 
fuch an awful folemnity was vifible on the minds of people in 
general, as I think I have never feen before.. Some meetings, 
for folemnity, feemed almoft like the judgment day. 

Your acquaintanee with me,-and the intereft you have in the 
welfare of my family, will excufe me for being a httle particular ; 
but ftill it will be impoflible for me to detcribe the great mercies 
of God to my family, or my owm feelings on the occafion, Had 
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you, my brother, raifed a large family, feen a number of them 
married, and moit of them with their companions at your houfe, 
and when mildly {peaking a few words to them abont their fouls, 
to fee every one of them in tears, fome of them impreffed with 
an awful fenfe of their loft fituation, and others who had a hope 
in Chrift fympathizing with them, you might form fome idea of 
my feelings refpeéting my family. Thefe things I havefeen and 
felt; bleiled be God. {| hope a number of them have chofen 
that good part which cannot be taken from them. Since the 
revival began, I have baptized two daughters, two daughters-in- 
law, and one fon-in law. I have three of my own children, and 
four which are fuch by marriage, who are members of the church 
with me. ~l*have good (atisfaction for my fecond fon, but he 
has not yet made an open profeffion. 

Since the firit of March, more than fifty have joined the church ; 
and numbers have obtained a hope who have not conneéted with 
any church. More than thirty have, in the fame time, joined te 
the Prefbyterian church in Cambridge. Some are {ftill under 
ferious awakenings ; but at prefent the work feems rather on the 
decline. 

This revival has been diftinguifhed from thofé * have been 
acquainted with formerly, in two particulars. In thofe there has 
generally been in fome individuals, a zeal that was not according 
to knowledge; and in fome others, an immoderate joy, and I 
have thought in fome inftances a vain if not carnal joy. This 
kind of religion is not likely to endure. But in this revival I 
have taken fiotice, and fo far as 1 am able to judge, there has 
been fcarce any thing of the kind. [am of opinion, that thofe 
who take a lead in meetings in times of revival, give a kind of 
tone to the vifibility of the work. The Lord has blefled us with 
a number of very candid and able brethren, who have been very 
faithful during the reformation. , 

OBED WARREN. 








REVIVAL OF RELIGION AT BARNSTABLE. 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Bares, dated 
Barnitable, Feb. 20, 1809, to the Editor. 


Dear Sir, 

IN November laft I gave a brief account of the revival of 
religion in this place, which has appeared in the firft number of 
The Wiine/s ; but as that account is very brief, I will give youa . 
more particular ftatement, which, if you deem it expedient, you 
may infert in your ufeful Magazine. 

For feveral years it had been a low time in religion in thefe 
parts, and this church had not experienced any very fpecial re- 
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vival. At times, the Lord appeared in behalf of his people, and 
inclined fome to afk for the good old way, and to walk in it, in 
which they found reft to their fouls, fo that the church has re- 
tained its vifibility. But it might truly be faid, refpecting the 
flate of this church, # was winter. Iniquity abounded, and the 
love of many waxed cold; profeffors had grown indifferent as 
to religious exercifes, and very few came to “ Zion’s folemn 
feafts; all her gates were defolate; but the-virgins were not 
afflicted, when fhe was in bitternefs.”” In fine, during the latt 
winier nothing appeared among us, but the moft rapid increafe 
of every {pecies of vice and immorality. I will mention one fin- 
gular event, which occurred laft winter, as a fpecimen ot the 
influence of the prince of the power of the air.— One Lord’s day 
merning, when the meeting-houfe was opened, it was found that 
the cufhion had been taken from the deik, and cut in ftrips, and 
the ftufling feattered over the houfe. The inhabitants were called 
to view the fcene ; and, as fingular as it may appear, it made a 
folemn and I trult a lafting impreffion on the minds of fome, of 
the awful depravity of the human heart. A handfome reward 
was offered, in hopes of deteéing this facrilegious mifcreant. 
He is not yet apprehended ; but he is known by the Searcher ot 
hearts, and his /in will find him out. 

After this affair, a number of Chriftians were unufually en- 
gaged in the caufe of the Redeemer; and appeared to have a 
ipirit of prayer for Zion, and thet God would make bare his 
holy arm in the converfion of carelefs finners. There was 4 
bleiled revival of religion in a town adjoining ; prince Imman- 
nel was there riding forth in majeity, from conquering to con- 
quer. We alfo heard, as it were, the rumbling of his chariot- 
wheels; which led his people to cry, “‘ Awake, awake, put on 
ttrength, O arm of the Lord ; awake, as in the ancient days, in 
the generations of old.” 

In the {pring we had prayer and conference meetings, in dif- 
ferent parts of the fociety, and many of the children of God were 
imprefied that the time was not far diftant, when the Lord would 
appear in his glory to build up Zion. The figns of the times 
feemed to indicate that God was on his way to this place; for 
we obferved an unufual oppofition from the enemies of the dif- 
tinguiihing doétrines of the gofpel generally ; while fome who 
were contidered as matters in Ifrael were*raging like the waves 
of the fea, at the work which was going on in Sandwich, the 
town adjoming ; and alfo an unutual {pirit of prayer among the. 
triends of Zion, for the falvation of the chefen race. Behevine’ 
that “the Lord is rich to all who call upen him,” and being 
fentible of our unfruitfulnefs in his vineyard, we were conftrained 
to adopt the language of the ipoule, ** Awake, O north wind, 
and come, thou fouth ; blow upon my garden, that the {pices 
thereof may flow out.” | 
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In the latter end of April, one perfon was impelled, from a 
fenfe of duty, to take up the crofs, and be * buried with Chrilt 
by baptifm.” This was a time of refrefhing from the prefence 
of the Lord. The candidate found that to obey was better than 
facrifice, and to hearken, than the fat of rams. From this time 
there were a number of perfons ferioufly impreffed, with a fenfe 
of their loft and ruined condition by nature; three of whom 
fhortly after experienced deliverance from the power of darknefs, 
and were tranflated into the kingdom of God’s dear Son. 

On the third Lord’s day in May, when commemorating the 
dying love of our departed Lord, there appeared an unufual 
folemnity upon the minds of the fpectators, Perceiving this 
uncommon attention, I was imprefled with the neceffity of callin 
upon young and old to repent. And as | expected to be abfent 
for fome time, I took my farewel of my brethren, and of others 
who were f{peétitors of our folemnities ; committing them to the 
guardianthip and protection of the great and good Shepherd of 
Ifrael, who never flumbers nor fleeps. After meeting I was 
informed that a number more were under powerfyl convictions ; 
which induced me to beleve the fet time to favour Zion was 
now come. 

I engaged brother J. D. to make a vifit to Barnftable, and 
fupply the people part of the time in my abfence. He came, 
and Jefus himfelf was pleafed to come with him; for his labours 
were remarkably bleffed, to the aroufing of Chriftians from their 
protracted flumbers, and calling the attention of sinners to the 
things which belonged to their peace. During my abfence, I 
exchanged with brother W. B. whofe labours where alfo owned 
of God. 

While on myreturn homeward, I heard of the goingsof our God 
and King among the fouls which were committed to my charge. 
This blefled news conftrained me to exclaim, Oh, that I had 
wings like a dove, then would I fly to them, and proclaim the 
joytul tidings of peace and falvation. | 

The firft evening after my return, I difcourfed from Prov. 
xxix. 1. “He that, being often reproved, hardeneth his neck, 
fhall fuddenly be deftroyed, and that without remedy.’” Upwards 
of forty perfons that evening were inquiring, *‘ What fhall we 
do to be faved ?” Among this number were parents and children, 
matters and fervants, and fome of every age and defcription. It 
was the language of them all, O that 1 knew where I might 
find him! And it certainly was delightful employment, to point 
them to the Lamb of God who taketh away the fin of the world! 
We exclaimed, in the language of Jacob, “ How dreadful is this 
place! this is none other but the houfe of God, and this is the 

ate of heaven.”’ 

Thofe under conviction appeared to have a {fenfe of the holi- 
nefs and fpirituality of God’s law, which is a tranfcript of his di- 
vine charaéter ; they viewed the commandment to be exceeding 
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broad, extending to the thoughts and intents of the heart; and, 
having thefe difcoveries, they were led to acknowledge the juf- 
tice of God in their eternal condemnation. Many had fuch a 
 fenfe of their guilt and ingratitude, in flighting the prayers of 
their godly parents and relatives, and in negle¢ting the entreaties 
and warnings of thofe who watched for their fouls; that they 
were conftrained to afk their forgiyenefs, and requeft an intereft 
in their prayers to the God of all grace, that he would have 
mercy on them, and pardon their fins through the atoning blood 
of the Saviour. One perfon experienced deliverance this even- 
ing, and it was her language to carelefs finners, and to difrefled 
fouls: “Come iee a man, that has told me all that ever I did, is 
not this the Chrift ?”? 

From this period the reformation fpread in almoft every 
of our fociety : fo that it became indifpenfably neceflary to devote 
all my time to the promotion of this precious work,» 1 preached 
ufually eight or nine times in a week, befides vifiting, praying, and 
exhorting troin houfe to houfe ; and for many weeks | attended 
two or three meetings every day. It was the uniform praéticé 
of young and old, when they “ found Him of whom Mofes in the 
law, and the prophets did write, Jefus of Nazareth,” to invite 
their relations and companions to “ Come and fee ;” and all, all 
united in faying, they never knew what true happinefs was, till 
they found Chrift to be pregsgms to their fouls. O that they may 
ever evince this in their future conduct ! 

The fourth Lord’s day in June three perfons came éo the water, 
and after looking to God for affiftance, we went down znto the water, 
they, being baptized, came up out of the water, and went on their 
way rejoicing. ‘The Lord’s day following nine more were buri- 
ed with Chrift by baptifm. This was indeed a folemn and joyful 
feafon. It feemed like primitive times, when they aflembled where 
there was much water. Here the man of grey hairs, and the 
lovely youth, found it pleafant to follow the tootiteps of the flock, 
And the baptized hoft then prefent, could fay, 


“ My willing foul would ftay 
“Jn fuch a frame as this, 

* And fit and fing heffelf away 
“To everlafting blifs.” 


Thofe who experienced the “love of Chrift, were defirous to 
know what the Lord would have them to do; and when they 
made application to us for inftruétion, it has been our invariable 
practice to refer them to the /aw and teflimony, and to our fatisfac- 
tion, we have seen them not only convinced of their duty, but 
able to produce a thus faith the Lord for their praétice. The ef- 
feéts of their fearching the word were—They that gladly received 
it, were baptized, (not propounded) and the fame day were 
added to the church, and have continued ftedfaftly in the apoftles’ 
dogtrine and fellowfhip, in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 
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In about fix weeks after the work began, it was fo general in 
our fociety, and carried with it fuch irrefiftable evidence that it 

was of God, that I was almoft induced to believe the ancient 
prediction was now fulfilled, that there “ fhould not a dog dare 
‘to move his tongue.” ‘Through the whole of the revival our 
meetings have been carried on with the greateft folemnity and de- 
corum ; fo that there has been little or no out-crying, fwooning, 
&e. during the work ; but the minds of the people were filently 
though powerfully imprefled. 

The whole number added to this church fince laft March is 
eighty-three ; feventy-nine by baptifm, two by letter,:and two 
more, who had been baptized before my ordination, but had not 
joined .the church. Our prefent number is one hundred and 
forty-four. 

it would afford me pleafure, if the limits of my letter would 
permit, to give a narrative of the particular experience of fome 
individuals. But this much may be faid with propriety, that 
many of the’relations given in before the church by candidates 
for baptifm, have been remarkably clear and {criptural ; and all 
have united in afcribing their converfion to the agency of the 
divine Spirit, and the fovereign, diftinguifhing grace of God. 
Some of our baptifmal featons have been remarkably folemn 
and impreflive. Hundreds would repair to the water-fide, to 
fee the ordinance adminitftered ; folemnity of the fcene 
would carry fuch convation to the minds of {pectators, that they 
were conitrained to fay, “ There is certainly a reality in thele 
things! this work muit be of God !” 

The enemies of experimental religion, including many wife 
and prudent profeffors, have taken unwearied pains to impede 
the progrefs of the work; and fome of their leaders have acted 
over again the part of their brethren, “ Sanballat the Horonite, 
and Tcbiah the fervant the Ammonite:” yet, blefled be the Lord 
God of lfrael, in fpite of all their artifices and intrigues, the 
walls of our f{piritual Jerufalem have been raifed, and God has 
formed a people for his praife. Thefe oppofers have manife&ed 
their hatred to the power of religion-by different actions: fome, 
by deceitful words and fair fpeeches, have attempted to deceive 
the hearts of the fimple; while others, with the creatett impiety 
and impudence, like Jannes and Jambres, more openly refitt the 
truth, being men of corrupt minds, and reprobate concerning the 
faith ; but “their folly will be made manifett to all men, as their’s 
alfo was. 

We have, on the one hand, much reaion to fear that the work 
is almoft come to a clofe; and on the other, great caufe of hum- 
ble thankfulnefs that it has continued fo long, and.has been at- 
tended with fo many tokens of fovereign mercy. A confiderable 
number of thofe who lately joined the church are young perifons, 
but a great proportion are heads of families. O that God would 
keep them in the love of the truth, und enable them to bring 
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forth fruit to the honour of his name! that when they leave the 
church militant they may join the church triumphant, in fongs of 


immortal praife, to him who loved and wafhed them from their 


fins in his own blood ; to him be glory forever. Amen. 

There has been alfo a good work in Harwich. The Lord has 
made bare his arm in behalf of his people in that town. Twen- 
ty-feven have been baptized, and there are others rejoicing in 
Chrift Jefus. May he go on from conquering to conquer, till 
every knee {hall bow, and every tongue confefs him Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. 

BARNABAS BATES. 








REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN MIDDLETOWN, IRA, AND 
CLARENDON, (VT.) 


Extract of a Letter from T. H. Efg. dated Middle- 
town, Feb. 6, 1809, to his’ Brother-in-law in 
Botton. | 


Dear Brother, 


I NOW acknowledge the receipt of your’s of the 7th of 
December laft, in which you exprefled a hope, that you might 
hear that the Son of Peace had come under my roof. Dear fir, 1 
can inform you that I humbly truft, through the fuperabounding 
grace of God, your hope is realized ; and that it hath pleafed 
God, who feparated me from my mother’s womb, to reveal his 
Son Jefus Chrift in my foul, and to open my mouth to ipeak of 
his goodnefs, though one of his moft unworthy and backflidden 

children. In the language of holy writ, I am conftrained to 
acknowledge, that though [ think I have “known God, I have 
not glorified him as God ; but have loved and ferved the creature 
more than the Creator, “whe is God blefled for evermore.” I 
humbly truft that through the grace of God I was made ac- 
quainted with the regenerating power of his Spirit more than 
thirty years ago, although [ did not profefs him before men. 
I have much reafon to confefs, before God and my fellow men, 
that I have not lived aniwerably to fuch a hope. 

In my early years, I attended to the duties of religion in my 
family ; but by the example and do@rine of certain perfons, I was 
led to doubt the reality of religion ; and in that way loft that 
fenfe of duty which is effential to the enjoyment of it. For a 
number of years I have neglected family religion, and at times 
my mind has been much embarratled with the do¢trine of infi- 
delity. I have, notwithftanding, been often led to put this fol- 
emn queftion to myfelf, “Is there not a reality-in religion ? 7 
and as often conftrained to fay, ** Yes, I. know there is.’ 

' [ have at times, for a number of years, been convinced of the 
importance of family religion, but could not bring myfelf to a 
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determination to enter upon the practice of it. I have often 
thought, that could I take that fatisfaction in addreffing the 
throne of grace, that I conceived fome did, I could enter on the 
duty with cheerfulnefs; but as I did not, 1 concluded to wait 
until it fhotld pleafe God to give me more firength, or drive me 
to the neceffity of undertaking it with what I had. In this fitua- 
tion I refted, until it pleafed God, of his infinite *goodnefs, to 
renew within me a fenfe of that redeeming love which had once 
been made manifelt in my foul. This gave me fuch a fenfe of 
the obligation I was under to live to his glory, that I could no 
longer withftand. I can truly fay that | was made willing in the 
day of God’s power. * 

The prefent reformation (of which you have heard) began the 
latter end of Oétober laft. Some time in November nine perfons 
were baptized, and on the 11th of December the fame number. 
The work now increafed more than ever; numbers were inquir- 
ing, “‘ What fhall we do to be faved ?” while others were telling 
what God had done for their fouls. 

It was about this time that my mind became ferioufly im- 
prefled with a fenfe of my duty towards God and my family, 
and of the obligations I was under to confefs Chiift before men. 
But in taking up the crofs, and in following the Lord Jefus, I 
found a hard conflict; for I had not merely to contend with 
flefh and blood, but with principalities and powers, with {pir- 
itual wickednefs in.high places. But thanks be to God, who 
gave me the victory, through our Lord Jefus Chrilt. 

While God .was renewing my foul to repentance, he was alfo 
preparing the heart of my confort for the reception of his grace. 
I truft he hath revealed his Son Jefus Chrift in her, to the faving 
of her foul. On the firft Lord’s day in January, we both went 
forward, with eighteen others, in the folemn ordinance of baptifm. 
There have been twenty-five more baptized fince. Sixty-three 
have been baptized and joined the church fince the work began. 
There are twelve more, who have given f{atisfaction to the church, 
and ftand as candidates for baptim. Alfo, about thirty have 
joined the Congregational church in this town. | 

This work has been remarkably free from that enthufiafm 
which is common on fuch occafions. The truth had accefs to 
the uriderftanding, as well as to the paflions. It hath pleafed 
God to give fuch demonftration of the power of his grace, upon 
the hearts of fome of the moft ftubborn and obftinate oppofers of 
the religion of Jefus, as to conftrain almolt every one to acknowl- 
edge it to be the work of God. The reformation in this place is 
evidently on the decline, but in fome others it is ftill progreffing. 

In the town of Ira, adjoining, the reformation has been much 
more general than in this place. If my information is corred, 
about eighty have been baptized in that town. 

In Clarendon, where the reformation commenced but a few 


weeks fince, betwixt thirty and forty have been baptized. The 
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work in this place is going on rapidly. I would here juft notice, 
that the Hon. Theophilus Harrington {of the laft mentioned 
town) one of the Judges of the Supreme Court, came forward 
laft week and made a public profeflion of religion, to the great 
fatisfaction of all thofe in that place and elfewhere who love our 
Lord Jefus Chritt. 

Seeing thefe things are fo, how ought we to live and walk, in: 
all holy converfation and godlinefs! For mytelf, I think I have 
abundant. caufe to blefs God, for the wonderful difplays of his 
grace, not only upon my own heart, but alfo upon the hearts of 
the children of men. At the fame time, I feel conftrained to 
offeraip my earneft fupplications to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jefus Chrilt, that he would make further difplays of his 
mercy upon the hearts of my children and neighbours, that they 
may be brought into the kingdom of his dear Son. 

Accept, dear brother, my fincere wifhes for your welfare and 
that of your family ; at the fame-time requefting a remembrance 
in your prayers at a throne of grace for me, that | may be made — 
partaker of every needed blefiing. 

-I fubfcribe, your’s, &c. 








For the Magazine, 
The Backflider forgiven. 


IN nothing is the covenant faithfulnefs of God more clearly 
feen, than in renewing backiliders to repentance. If his own 
children forfake his law, he will vifit their tranfgreffions with a 
rod, and their iniquity with ftripes; neverthelefs, his loving-kind- 
néfs he will not utterly take from them, nor fuffer his faithfulnefs 
to fail. This fentiment is itrikingly illuftrated in the following . 
memoir. 

Mrs. J. the wife of J. J. Efg. was born in the town of Brad- 
ford, county of Essex, Commonwealth of Maffachufetts. She 
was hopefully brought to the knowledge of the truth in early 
life, and while in the bloom of youth made a public profeffion of 
religion. For many years the continued to adorn this profeflion 
by a molt exemplary life and converfation. ‘The gentleman to 
whom the gave her heart and hand, held a very refpectable rank 
in fociety, and was alfo a member of the fame religious commu- 
nity with herfelf. For a confiderable time they walked hand in, 
hand, as heirs together of the grace of life, enjoying not only 
fellowfhip with each other, but with the church of God wit 
which they were happily united. f 

For the fpace of about fixteen years, Mrs. J. exhibited the 
mot uniform and undeviating attention to the duties of our holy 
religion. After this fair and honourable trial, it was not to be 
fappofed, that her fentiments, efpecially on the great dottrines ot 
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Chriitianity, could be fhaken. But, alas, what are we, wien let: 
to. ourfelves ! ) 

About this time, a ftrange fpirit made its appearance, in. one 
or more of the members of the church to which this happy couple 
belonged. It firft affumed the appearance of a more rigid. piety 
than profeflors generally pretended to. The church, in thei: 
view, was not fufliciently /piritual; as it was faid they admitted 
into their worfhip fome things of man’s invention. Hence their 
pfalms and hymns were denounced, as being mere human compo/:- 
tions. At length, certain parts.of the Bible were declared to. be 


uninfpired: and, as might reasonably be expected, im a little time 


the whole was difcovered to. be nothing more than priefcraft and 
impoflure ! Thus every ftep taken by thefe pretended. reformers 
diverged wider and wider from real Chriftianity. In thew march 
towards perfection, they halted for a fhort {pace in a kind ot 
Quakerifm, (known at the time by the name of the * Mar/fballité 
Scheme ;’’) but advancing a few fleps further, their leaders openly 
avowed the dodtrine of infidelity! A number of the moft influ- 
ential characters, who either led or followed in the train of this 
delufion, were intimately conne¢ted with the family under con- 
lideration. ) 

It ts not certainly known, that either Mr. or Mrs. J. ever 
openly avowed the above fentiment; but they were fo far en- 
tangled in this. awful delufion, as to lofe by degrees that rev- 
erence which they once felt for the truths of the blefled gofpel. 
They hence became daily more vulnerable to the fhafts of ridi- 
cule and profane wit. Having ‘incautioufly yielded fome points 
of the Chriftian faith, it incréafed the difficulty in maintaining 
others, As their fentiments relaxed, they became remifs in duty : 
and hence their joys declined, until every thing which related to 
the doctrine of Chrift, and their own experience, was called ia 
quetlion. Having loft the fellowfhip of their Chriftian friends, 
it is natural to fuppofe that the perfons who had been the princi- 
pal canfe of this change of fentiment would now be admitted a: 
their particular affociates. 

But although they had loft the enjoyment, and abandoned the 
duties of religion, they were unable wholly to ftifle the conviation 
which its truths would fometimes make upon their minds. In 
this cheerlefs, comfortlefs ftate, they pafled many days. I call 
it comfortlefs ; for it cannot be fuppofed, that a foul that has 
known the love of Chrift, can ever find happinefs in worldly 
enjoyments. If thefe were incapable of giving fatisfaction, when 
the heart knew no higher good, how infipid muft they now 
appear! what heart-felt remorfe muft follow the unhallowed 
indulgence of finful pleafures ! : 

During this period, God did not leave himfelf without witnefs 
of his faithfulnefs. ‘They were warned by afflictions, and invited 
by mercies, to return unto him, from whom they had fo deeply 
revolted. | 
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A lovely daughter, which Mr. J. had by a former marriage, 
was laid on a bed of languifhing. ‘The fkill of the phytician 
was urged in vain. A fixed, fatal confumption darkened every 
profpect of recovery, and deftroyed the’ laft germe of hope. In 
this alarming fituation, it was natural to conceal from her, her 
real danger. Educated as the had been, in the loofe principles 
of deifm, it is to be fuppoted fhe was expecting to find relief from 
her pains and diftreties, in the undifturbed repofe of ‘uncon/cious 
4eep! But it is faid,* a little time before fhe clofed the fcene of 


life, the called her father to the bed-fide, and addretled him as 


follows ; “Sir, do you know that there is no hereafter ? Can you 
affure me that death will end my exitlence?’ As foon as his 
feelings would permit him to anfwer, he gave a negative to thefe 
all-important inquiries. She continued; “ Something tells me 
that my foul is immortal! that I muft live forever! and that 
there is a heaven, and a hell!—that there is a God, and a 
Saviour’ The crifis was too folemn to be trifled with. It wis 
admitted that her fears might be jult, and that the could “be file 
only in the mercy of God. In this mercy we hope flie was 
brought fully to confide, before fle clofed the fcene of life. 

A filter of the deceafed, a young woman of amiable accom- 
plithments, lived at this time in the circle of my mimiftry. Per- 
ceiving her to be much folemnized by this difpenfation, it 
excited in my mind an unufual folicitude for her falvation ; or 
rather, as I may fay, it revived im me a folicitude which | bad 
before experienced, although I could give no particular reafons 
for it. But, blefled be God, I +.ad the fatisfaction foon to per- 
ceive, that fhe was not fo much affeéted on the account of the 
lofs of her fitter, as on the aceount of her own loft condition. 
For feveral days fhe went mourning as without the light of the 
fun; but God was pleated at length to deliver her from the 
bondage of fin, and én her foul with joy and peace in believing. 
[ have feldom feen an inftance of more pungent conviction, or of 
more rational and exalted joy. Not long after, fhe madea fol- 
emn profeflion, before many witnefles ; and for months, yea, for 
years, fhe continued a living witnefs for Goce. As her fituation 
is now remote from me, [ have known but little of her fate of 
mind for feveral years paft; butany prayer is, that God would 
preferve her to his heavenly kingdom. 

Thefe different events, which followed in near fucceffion, were 
not without effec on the minds of the parents. But neither met- 
cies nor afflictions are of themfclves fufficient to reclaim a back- 
flider. It requires the fame divine power which at firl raifed 
the finner from the depths of guilt, to reftore him to his firlt 
love. 

God was pleafed, at length, to vifit Mrs. J. in a more ferious 
manner. She found her health gradually "declining, and the 


* The writer was not prefenr, byt lad this part of the narrative by in. 
formation. 
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moft alarming fymptoms of a pulmonary diforder increafing upon 
her ; yet fhe was unwilling to admit the thought, that fhe fhould 
not recover. As fhe had occafionally attended on my miniftry, 
I endeavoured at feveral different times to converie with her, 
more efpecially on the concerns of her foul. She appeared at 
firft, to difcover no other anxiety than to recover; but, con- 
fiderifig her paft profeflion, and her declenfion from it, I felt 
peculiarly anxious to know her prefent views. At times I al- 
moft defpaired of ever feeing any alteration in her {tate of mind. 
But God, who js rich in mercy, has his own fet time to work. 
On the Lord’s day preceding her death, in the intermiflion I 
received a requeft from Mr. J, to appoint and attend a meeting 
on the~‘Tuefday following at his houte, particularly on her ac- 
count. The requeft was cheerfully received, and the appoint- 
ment made. When the day arrived it proved extremely fultry, 
it being the beginning of Auguft. At the hour propofed, I re- 
paired to the houfe, and on entering the room I found Mrs. J. 
fitting up in an eafy chair. She appeared exceedingly languid 
and faint, and obliged to make conliderable exertion only to re- 
{pire. On advancing towards her, I afked her how fhe did? 
When with a feeble hollow whifper fhe anfwered, ‘ Poorly! 
poorly !”” J inquired, “ Is it well with your foul ?”” She anfwered 
with great emphafis, “O no!” And inftantly lifting her hands, 
fhe broke forth, as nearly as I can recollect, in the following lan- 
uage ; * Lord, have mercy upon me! Jefus, thou Son of David, 
ave mercy on me! Lord, thou knoweft that I have tafted of 
thy love’in months and in days paft; but I have backflidden 
from thee! Lord, lift upon me the light of thy countenance! 
I cannot live without thy love, I cannot die without it! O no, I 
cannot die without thy love!”” She continued fpeaking in this man- 
ner, I fhould judge, about the {pace of two minutes, with fuch an 
audible voice as to be diftinétly heard in different parts of the 
houfe. The fcene was beyond defcription moving. Her death- 
like countenance, her hollow trembling voice, her deep contrition, 
her earneft cries for mercy, feemed to penetrate every heart. I 
believe I may fay in truth, there was not a perfon prefent whofe 
eyes were not furcharged with tears. Indeed, a heart muft have 
been ftrangely indurated, not to have felt on an oceafion hke this. 
The public fervice now commenced, and I was led to diicourle 
from Job xxix. 2, 3, 4, ,O that I were as in months pait, as 
in the days when God preferved me; when his candle fhined 
upon my head, and when by his light I walked through dark- 
nefs; as I was in the days of my youth, when the fecret of God 
was upon my tabernacle.” ‘Ibe featon, I have reafon to hope, was 
not only comforting to her, but to many others. After the public 
exercife, fhe feemed defirous to converfe, far beyond what her 
firength would admit.. She lamented and condemned in the mofj 
ointed language her paft conduct. “QO,” faid fhe, “ how often 
i I heard the blefled Jefus reviled, and his precious gofpe! 
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ridiculed! Ah, and too far joined in it myfelf! O, I lament it, I 
Jament it. I cannot die without his love. 0, will the bleffed 


_ Jefus pardon fuch a backflider ?”’ 


On Thurfday I vifited her again, and found her calm, and to 
appearance refigned. lt feemed that her foul, through grace, 
had been enabled to return unto its reft in God. She expreffed, 
to my recollection, but one wifh with refpeét to living ; and that 
was, that fhe might enjoy one cool day (as the feafon was ex- 
ceedingly fultry) fo that fhe might converfe with her family. 
This petition was granted the day following ; and I have much 
reafon to believe fhe improved it as in the view of eternity. . Her 
children were called around her one by one, whom fhe charged 
and exhorted in the moft folemn and affecting manner. 

On Saturday, about funfet 1. was fent for in hafte, and in- 
formed that fhe was thought to be dying, and wifhed to fee me 
once more. I rode with all poflible {peed (the diftance being 
about two miles) and when I entered her room, I found her 
indeed ftruggling with the laft enemy ; but in the entire poffeffion 
of her reafon, and {weetly refigned to the will of God. _ She gave 
me to underftand, that her faith in the Redeemer remained un- 
fhaken, and that her fears of death were all removed. It was pro- 
pofed that I fhould attempt to pray; to which fhe directly re- 
plied, ** Do be quick, or 1 fhall be gone.” We inftantly united, 
and perhaps were engaged about five minutes, and I believe with- 
in a minute after, her {pirit obtained its difmiflion from its clayey 
tenement. ‘“ She will never {peak again,” (exclaimed the hufband. ) 
And turning to the children, « Your dear mother is gone—fhe 
will never return.” The whole family feemed inftantly to pour 
their forrows in one mingled flood of grief.. The fcene was ex- 
ceedingly tender and affecting, and awakened the fympathetic 
feelings of ull prefent. 

The above unadorned narrative may be relied upon as fubftan- 
tially true. If it fhould be a mean of guarding any of the peo- 
ple of God, againft the feductive influence of error, or of encour- 
aging poor defponding backfliders to return to the God of their 
falvation, the writer’s object will be attained. 

; SINCERITAS. 








Extract from Rev. AsAHEL Morse’s Journal of a 
Miffion* in the north-wefterly Parts of the State 
of New-York, and Upper-Canada. 


MR. MORSE?’s motives for undertaking a miffionary tour, 
may be learned froin the following extraé&. “The firft of my 


* We have only room to inferc a few things, which we felect from Mr. 
Morfe’s journal. We doubr not but the whole was interefting to the Society 
which fent him. It does not comport with our defign, to publifh the journals 
of vur miffionaries entire, but rather to give a brief hiftory of them. 
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0 any impreffions of a miffionary fpirit, was a little more 
than four years ago. ‘Thefe arofe from reading the Memoirs of 
that excellent man, the Rev. S. Pearce; whofe exercifes of mind, 
and defires of heart to {pread the gofpel where it was unknown, 
made me quite afhamed of myfelf. It alfo led me to think oi 
devoting a part of my time to the important work of proclaming 
the doétrine of the crofs to the deftitute inhabitants of the weit. 
Interviews with, and letters from our late beloved brother Covell, 
ferved to increafe the little flame which was already kindled.” 

Mr. Morfe left home Auguft 15, 1807; and after vifiting and 
preaching in various places on his way, he croffed the Niagara 
River into Upper Canada on the 21ft of September. On the 
24th he arrived at Clinton, and preached at Mr. Beam’s, (the 
houfe where brother Covell died. 

“I had (faid he) been informed that there was a Baptift church 
in this place ; I found indeed a number of baptized profeffors, 
but no church which I could: fellowfhip. They were in part, 
deftitute of articles of faith and pradtice, and of a regulat church 
covenant; without difcipline, and in a fituation that they 
could not adminifter it, ‘They had been impofed upon by an 
impoftor by the name of Tims, who called himfelf a Baptift 
minifter, but of Arminian principles. He formed them into 
fomething called a church, without order, union, or government. 
As I propofed vifiting them on my return, I advifed them to 
call a council from the churches of Townfend and Charlotteville ; 
and for thofe who could fellowfhip each other, and agree in fen- 
timent and practice according to the Baptilt order, to offer 
themfelves to the council, and if they could gain fellowfhip, to 
be conftituted into a Baptift church. To this advice a majority 
of them agreed, and fent their requeft to the elders propofed, by 
brother Gray, one of their members, and myfelf. | 

“2sth. Preached again in the evening at old father Beam’s, 
from Gen. xli. 45. Saturday 26th. Preached at the meeting- 
houfe, from Rom. vi. 23. ‘The Lord was pleafed to dire@ the 
arrows of truth to the hearts of feveral prefent, the good effeé 
of which I hope will be lafting as eternity. Preached again ir 
the evening at father Beam’s. : 

“ Lord’s day, Sept. 27... Preached in the morning from Mark 
xvi. 15. As there appeared to bea great want of doétrinal 
knowledge,.I thought it my duty to preach 2 fentimental fer- 
mon; I had the happinefs afterwards of feeing (as I believe) 
fome good effect of my labour. ‘The Arminian part of the af- 
fembly appeared to be much difturbed, as their ftreng hold, that 
is, their good works (which they never perform) could be no 

round tor their acceptance with God, or refuge tor their naked 
fouls. Preached in the afternoon from Exodus xxxix. 8. After 
meeting was difmifled, a young man gave a. relation of his re- 
ligious experience, and offered himfelf a candidate for baptifm. 
I felt. meafurably fatisfied that God had called him by his vrace, 
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and revealed his Son in him. He appeared to have been 
brought up very ignorantly, yet he was clear in his underftand- 


_ ing that-falvation was alone by the blood of Chrift; a cogent 


evidence that God’s word and Spirit teach the fame truth Af, 
ter examining him refpecting his fentiments and views of divine 
inftitutions, | agreed to baptize him the next morning. Preach, 
ed in the evening from John vii. 37, 38. 

“ Sept. 28th. Wentto Lake Ontario, where a goodly number 
of people were affembled, at the houfe of a Chriltian brother, 
Here we heard a woman give a relation of her experience of 
the pardoning love of God. She was of the Low Dutch na- 
tion, and could hardly exprefs ber fentiments and exercifes intel- 
ligibly in Englifh; yet the manifefted to all prefent, that God by 
his fovereign grace had brought her to realize, that through the 
— blood of Chrift fhe could be accepted of him. She 
exprefied her defire to be baptized, in obedience to the command 
of Chrift ; and not with a view to mend her heart, or make her 
any more worthy of the divine favour. It is uniformly my 
practice, to examine perfons who offer themfelves for baptifm, 
refpecting their doétrinal fentiments, that I may afcertain their 
belief in the gofpel and its promifes. 

“The anfwer which this illiterate woman gave me to one 
queftion, I think is worthy of preferving. After feveral quef- 
uiong refpecting the divine nature and government, I afked her 
if {fe thought fhe could fall from what fhe had experienced, 
and be eternally miferable ; or whether Chrift would carry all to 
heaven, to whom his blood and righteoufnefs were applied by 
the Spirit of God? My queftion was {tated to her in Dutch, by 
a perion prefent ; to which fhe gave the following anfwer. «I 
was very wicked, I talked wicked, and all I did was wicked. I 
ferved the devil, and was going to ruin, foul and body. I did 
not love God nor any thing that was good; but blefled Jefus 
opened my eyes, and let me know | was going tohell; and then 
F tried and tried all I could, but could make myfelf no better ; 
every thing I did made me feel worfe, and | thought I muft go 
to hell forever. God’s holy law condemned me, and I thought 
I ought to go to hell, becaufe I had finned againft God. But 
then precious Chrift made me feel that he had died for me; and 
I felt as if he took me out of the devil’s hands ; and Chrift -ap- 
peared to be fo lovely that I could not help loving him. I am 
afraid I fhall fin againft him, and indeed I do; for I do not love 
him all the time as well as { ought to: but the devil cannot get 
me away from him; if he could, he would be ftronger than 
Chrift. Chrift took me out of the devil’s hands; and if the 
devil could get me back, he would have kept me while he had 
me.”” The moft enlightened and belt educated Chriftian could 
not have given a better anfwer. : 

“ After preparation, 1 went to the bank of the lake, and fpake 
upon the prattical ufe of baptifm ; prayed, and “went down 
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into the water, and baptized” the man who offered himfelf yef- 
terday, and the woman who came forward to-day.” 

Mr. Morfe travelled by the head of Lake Ontario, through 
the Mohawk fettlement on the Grand River, to Townfend. 
** In this place (he remarks) a Baptift church has been contti- 
tuted, and elder Peter Fairchild is their minifter. ‘The members 
appear to walk in love and harmony with each other; though I 
think they are better informed in doctrine than difcipline. This 
church appears to be the fruit of miffionary labours.” 

From this Mr. Morfe proceeded to Charlotteville, about fixteen 
miles.  Inthis place (faith he) there is a Baptift church, which 
was conttituted by elders Covell and Warren, the two firft mif- 
fionaries who vifited them. Elder Titus Finch was ordained at 
the fame time; and the church appears to be in a profperous 
ftate. They have colleéted materials, and are building them 2 
decent meeting-houfe. 

“ O&. 3d. ‘Whe church met for a covenant meeting. I read 
the letter fent by me from the fecretary of the Society, and the 
letters in the Minutes of the Shaftfbury Affociation, which were 
cordially received, There appeared a good degree of union and 
fellowfhip among the members. I made an addrtefs to them, and 
clofed by prayer. Preached in the evening from Pfa. cxxxiii. 1. 

“ Lord’s day, O&. 4. Preached in the morning from Aédts viii. 
35; from which I endeavoured to preach Chrift in his doctrine and 
inftitutions.. Preached in the afternoon from Sol. Song, v. 2. 
The blefled Redeemer was pleafed to afford us his prefence. 
The heavens feemed to bow, and the hearts of many to melt ; 
and a more folemn meeting I have not feen for many years. 
Brother Finch prayed ; we then fung the hymn, “ From whence 
does this union arife,”” &c. ; after which I prayed, and took an 
affectionate leave of a weeping affembly. 

“ Went about two miles, and preached in the evening. While 
here I received information of a work of God’s Spirit among a 
people .in a place called the Half Way Settlement, about fixty or 
feventy miles further down towards Detroit than I expected to go. 
It was faid they had fent letters into this part of the province, 
requefting an adminiftrator to come and baptize a number, whe 
had been hopefully brought to the knowledge of the truth. 
‘Thofe who have been in fimilar circumftances can belt judge 
what my feelings were. I had agreed to attend a council at 
Clinton, and had a number of appointments back, upon the roac 
I had travelled. I had fent on appointments to the river Le 
Trench, fifty miles from Charlotteville; the time for which I 
engaged was more than half {pent ; and the feafon rapidly ad- 
vancing, which would render it neceflary for me to be at home. 
My foul, I believe, felt for that people; “to will was prefent. 
with me, but how to perform I knew not.” 

«¢T was informed that certain preachers had vifited them, and 
tried to perfuade them to fubmit to fprinkling or pouring ; but 
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finding they could not fucceed, they offered to baptize them. 
Their offers were all rejected upon one principle. As they did 
not believe that {prinkling was baptifm, they could not be fatisfied 
with any who would attempt to adminifter, who had not them- 
felves been baptized ; nor with thofe who would fet afide divine 
rule, to gratify the minds of creatures, “ making the commands 
ment of God of none effect by their tradition.” O may the 
Shepherd and Bithop of fouls open a way in his providence for 
them to receive his ordinances according to the “ pattern fhewed 
in the gofpel mount.” Ly 

After leaving the laft mentioned place, Mr. Morfe vifited and 
preached in different places, until he came to Oxford, a village 
on the river Le Trench. He gives the following account of his 
preaching in this place. 

“ Preached at Capt. Sweat’s, from Ifaiah ii. fo, 11: and in 
the evening at Mr. Sage’s, from Daniel v. 27. Lord’s day 
OGober 11, preached at Capt. Sweat’s, and in the intermiffion 
the Methodifts left their meeting and attended with us, fo that 
the whole fettkement was together in the afternoon; preached 
from Eph, ii. 17: After worfhip, went tothe the river Le 
Trench, and baptized a Mr. Burch. The people generally at- 
tended at the water; the feafon was folemn, and I hope. was 
bleffled to fome. Rode to Mr. Hafkins’s, and preached in the 
evening. I came on Thurfday laft into this Bp have {peut 
four days, preached ten fermons at fix different places; vifited 
twelve families, and baptized one man. O Lord, help me to 
{pend and be {pent in thy caufe. 

“12th. Left Mr. Hatkins’s, and rode in company with him, his 
wife and Mr. Burch through the woods, on what is called the 
Governor’s Road, which we were able to keep, fometimes by 
marked trees, and fometimes by {mall brufh, which were cut and 
ftrewed along by the intended path: We arrived at Blenheim 
two o’clock, P. M..took refrefhment, and then went to a {chool- 
houfe, where I preached from 1 Kings vi. 7.” i 

Mr. Morfe on his return, met with a number of brethren from 
Charlotteville and ‘Townfend at Clinton, on the 16th of O&ober, 
in order to advife and affi(t in forming a number of baptized be- 
lievers into a vifible church. ‘ Agreeably to the requeft (faith 
he) of the brethren in Clinton, we formedsinto a council, and 
proceeded to examine fuch as offered themfelves for church-fel- 
lowfhip, and found nine men and eleven women, who appeared 
to *: pious people, and could fellowfhip each other in fentiment 
and practice, and who defired to be conftituted into a church. 
A number more offered themielves, but were rejected on account 
of irregular walk. Articles of faith and practice, and.a_ church 
coyenant, adopted and publifhed by the Otfego Baptift,. Affo- 
ciation, were read and agreed to by the bretbren and fifters ; 
andthe articles of Shaftefbury Affuciation, pudlifhed.m their 
¢x U 
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Minutes, were alfo read and approved. The brethren and fifters 
were queftioned by the council, refpecting their union and fét- 
lowfhip with each other, and their views of a gofpel church. 
The council then retired, and after confulting together, agreed 
‘to give them fellowfhip as a church of Chrift The council re- 
turned, and read the covenant again, to which they all affented 
by faying, “ Amen.” I them made an addrefs to them, in which 
} endeavoured to imprefs the importance of their maintainin 
prety, and a regular walk in their lives; and that they fhoul 
watch over each other m the Lord; and then gave them the 
right hafid of fellowthip as a church of Chrift. Read the 116th 
Piaim, Dr. Watts, 2d part common metre, which was fung, and 
brother Fairchild concluded by prayer. Immediately after, a 
young man gave a relation of his religious experience, which 
was much to the fatisfaction of my own mind, and to the breth- 
ren prefent. He had for fome time paft, thought it was his duty 
to be baptized, but as he could have no fellowfhip with iome, 
who called themfelves church members, on account of their open 
impiety, he had neglected offering himfelf as a candidate for the 
ordinance. The obitacles which were in his way being now 
removed, he offered himfelf to the church, and was joyfully re- 
ceived, and baptized the day following.” 

We can only add a few of Mr. Morfe’s concluding remarks. 
It appears that he arrived home Nov. 28, upon ‘which he ob- 
ferves ; “‘ I was abfent tos days; travelled almoft 1,600 miles ; 
attended tr5 meetings; preached 101 fermons, and heard 4. 
This was the firft tour J ever undertook in a new country, among 
le of different charaéters and habits ; but can fay, the plea- 
and fatisfaétion which it has afforded me, were far greater 
than I expected. The people in general were exceedingly friend- 
ly, and unanimoufly fent their thanks to the Society. 
| There were fome in the weftern parts of New-York State, and 
many in Canada, who manifeited the deepeft fenfe of their def- 
titute and benighted fituations. My feelings were never more 
moved on any account, than they were on hearing people, old 
and young, give a defcription of their fituation, and exprefs their 
earneft entreaties for me to vifit them again, or to fend fome 
others who would preach the gofpel unto them. I have not for- 
titude enough to look back and reflect on the circumftances and 
feelings of many in that wildernefs, without having my paffions 
rife, and my tears flow.” 

OBSERVATION. 

We think the anfwer given by the Dutch woman, (p.151.)to the 
queftion propofed by Mr. Morfe, though given with great fimplici- 
ty and withoni any intention, contains an unanfwerable argument 
againt falling from grace. It refts the fubjeé& where it ought 
to reft; i. e. not on creature efforts; but on the power of Him, 
who firft took his own out of the hands of the frrong’ man armed. 
What motives could he have in delivering them at firft, if he 
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did not mtend to keep them? ‘This is the ground on which the 

ftle to the Philippians refted the argument. “ Being con- 

ae of this very thing, that he which hath pecun a ae 
work in you, will rerrors st until the day of Jefus Chrift.” 
Epiror. 
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SKETCH OF A MISSIONARY TOUR IN THE STATE OF 
RHODEASLAND. 


Extract from the Journal of Rev. Stupuzn Gano; 
communicated ina Letter to the Prefident of the 
Society, dated Providence, Sept. 1808. 


Dear Brother, 


ALTHOUGH I have nothing peculiarly interefting 19 | 
communicate, refpecting my late excurfion through part of this 
State; yet, as the million was uadertaken by the “reqitett of the 
Truftees; I confider it my duty to give you a concife account of 
my téur. 

Agreeably to previous arrangements, I left home in the after- 
noon of the 5th of July, and rode to Warwick cotton factories, 
where I preached in the evening to a confiderable number of 
people. The next day I left Warwick ; and, preaching daily more 
or lefs; 1 vifited Eaft-Greenwich, Wickford, Litle-Reft, Rich- 
mond, Charlefton, Pawcatuck, and a place called the Lottery, in 
the fouth-weft corner of the State. 1 arrived at this place July 
13th; and preached in the afternoon, Having now reached the 
extreme part of the State, the next day I began my tour back. 
Purfuing in part a different track, I rede through Welterly, 
Charletton, Little-Reft, Tower-Hill, North-Kingflon, &e. Mon- 
day, 1 8th, I arrived again at brother Allen’s; in Warwick. After 
preaching two fermons in this neighbourhood, one of which was 
inthe new meéeting-houée partly finithed, | fet.out for the norther:: 
parts of the State, and vifited Coventry, Fofter, Gloucetter, Bur- 
Tillville, and Smithfield. This forms a general fketch of my tour. 
I was abfent from home four Lord’s days, and preached twenty- 
nine ferrfions. 

It may be-neceflary, for your fatisfafion, to be a little more 
particular. The neighbourhood of Warwick factories, although 
not ftritly miflionary ground, as it lay on my road, I aan it 
convenient to ftop and preach with them three times, as I went 
and returned. Our young brother Curtis has been preaching 
here half the time the year pall. His labours in the gofpel are 
quite acceptable, and he is rifing in the eftimation of the church 
and fociety. tis worthy of remark, that five years ago there 
was no preachi this res and the people were exceedingly 
imattentive to eternal concerns. At prefent there is a refpectable 
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church, compofed of members from Eait-Greenwich, Warwick, 
and Coventry. Since I returned home, they have commenced 
worfhip in a new, commodious, and well-finifhed meeting-houfe. 
The place is rapidly increafing in population, from the extenfion 
of the cotton manufaétories.* 

In Eaft-Greenwich they have no ftated preaching. ‘There are 
a number of profeffors in the town, who appear in quite a lan- 
guifhing condition as to religion; and numbers of thoughtlefs 
fouls, who are purfuing the “broad road.” May thaAlmighty 
Saviour arreft them by his grace, and turn them unto himfelf. 

Wickford is a pleafant village, confifting of a number of fam- 
ilies, but are deftitute of public preaching, excepting occafional 
fupplies. Elder William Northup preaches among them more 
‘frequently than any other perfon. ‘This brother’s labours are 
extenfive in this part of the country, and Zion’s King has hon- 
oured him as an eminently ufeful fervant. There are a few 
profeflors of religion in this town, whofe fituation calls for gofpel 
preaching. 

Little-Reft and Richmond are not entirely deftitute 5 yet there 
is a wide door for gofpel labours, efpecially with a deftitute church 
in Richmond, which has lately been in great affliction by the im- 
morality of their former preacher. tA 

The town of Charlefton is wholly deftitute of a ftated preacher. 
The people, when I was with them, were attentive to the word 
preached. I lodged one night in this town, with a family, the 
matter of which is an old gentleman aged eighty-four years, and 
his wife nearly as old. The old lady has been a profeffor of 
religion for many years; and has’ regularly attended prayer in 
the family, by the permiffion of her hufband, who is not a pro- 
teffor.. Dear mother in Ifrael, may many be raifed up to “ go 
and do likewife !” . 

In Wefterly there is an ordained minifter, by the name 
of Jefle Babcock. In Pawcatuck, a confiderable village in this 
town, there are feveral profeffors, both of Sabbatarians and Firft- 
day Baptifts; but without any flated ministry. In Hopkinton, 
an adjoining town, there is a large Sabbatarian church, compofed 
of members from feveral towns around them. I am informed 
they have two ordained preachers in this church. — 

In the town of Coventry there was, a few years paft, a large 
and refpectable church, under the pattoral care of elder Nichols, 
who fome time fince removed to Pownal. Since their elder left 
them, they have been generally deflitute, and their vifibility as a 
church nearly lof. In an extreme corner of this town, elder 
Stone preaches, and has‘the care of a church, ‘This town, how- 
ever, demands miflionary labours. — 


* The Rev. David Curtis, a graduate of Brown Univerfity, has lately been 
ordained ; we regret that we have not the particulars” ' _ Eprtor, 
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In Fofter there is a church, under the paftoral care of' elder 
Hammond. Religion, however, is in a languid ftate among 
them. a aaa 
' In the large town of Gloucefter they are almoft entirely defti- 
tute, excepting the village of Sepatchet, where a brother Spooner 
has been preaching a few months, and about eight: perfons have 
been hopefully brought “to know ” and love “ the truth asit is in 
Jefus.” Some of whom have joined the Baptift church in Kill- 
ingly, (Conn.) and two have joined the firft church in Providence,: 
fince my return home. 

in the town of Burrillville, there is a meeting-houfe now fin- 
ifhing. There js an old church in this town, but in a broken 
fituation. 

Smithfield is a large town, and once contained a large church, 
which is now extiné. In one part of the town there is a new 
meeting-houfe nearly completed ; but no provifion as yet for a 
ftated fupply of preaching. It has appeared obvious to me, that 
one great caufe of the decay of many of the churches in this 
State, originates from the total negleét of fupporting the gofpel, 
according to the plain command of the Divine Lawgiver, who 
will not fuffer his laws to be infraéted with impunity. Why 
may not the candlefticks be removed for this neglect, as. well as 
for other fins? | . 

The above-mentioned towns are all which the time allotted 
for my miffionary tour would permit me to vifit. 7 

In addition to this ftatement, permit me to fubjoin an obferva- 
tion refpeting thofe parts of the State which I have not vifited 
in my late tour. The eaftern line.of towns from Patucket to 
Newport are generally fupplied with ftated or occafional preach- 
ing. North-Providence, Johnfton, and Cranfton, are all adjoining 
this town, and though they have fome preaching in them, yet 
many places in them are extremely deftitute... In Cumberland, 
the northern town in the State, are two meeting-houfes, and 
ftand in much need of faithful labourers. Scituate and Weft- 
Greenwich are in fimilar circumftances. In. Exeter there is a 
refpeétable church belonging to the Stonington Affociation, which 
has a paftor. This lit comprehends (if I miftake not) all. the 
towns north-weft of Providence, and weft of the Narraganfet 
bay- : : 

Deak brethren, I have wifhed to communicate all the infor 
mation I poffibly could confiftent with brevity. Many are the 
calls in different parts of this State for the word of life. Al- 
though the tour was undertaken in the moft bufy feafon of the 
year, yet in many places numbers attended, and I have reafon to 
blefs my adorable Lord and Mafter, my foul was frequently re- 
frefhed when my body was weary. Whether any good will re- 
dound to the caufe of Chrift, another day will determine. Yet I 
feel a fatisfaction in the feeble attempt I have made to fpread 
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the name of Him, who is alone worthy to be loved, adored, and 
‘worthipped, That the world may be filled with his glory, and 
your labours crowned with great fuccefs in promoting it, prays 
Your brother in the gofpel, 

' $§TEPHEN GANO: 


Sas 





Ordinations. 


SINCE otit laft number, at Bethel Baptift church, New-York, 
Mr. Perer Tuurston was fet apart for the work of the miq- 





. iftry, The fervice was conducted as follows :—<Brother Thomas 
y Stevens read the hymns. Brother William Parkinfon delivered 
\ ’ & aifcourfe from Aéts xx. 28. Brother Daniel Hall; as paftor 

° Of Bethel church, prefented brother Thariton as candidate for 


Ofdination. Brother Thurfton advanced, and made a confeflion 
Of his faith in thofe do&tines he refolved to make the fubject of 
his future miniftry. Brother John Stanford made a fhort addrefs 
Oh the nattite did folemnity of ordination ; and thet offered the 
eo prayer with the laying on of hatitis, accompanied by 
the minifters prefent. Brother John Williams delivered to the 
etdained finer a very feriows and impreflive charge. Brother 
€. Lahatt gave the right hand of fellowfhip. Brother William 
Pearce concluded with prayer. 

Mr. Thurftoh was a member of Bethel church ; and ¢alled to 
wrditiation by the church at Newark, in New-Jerfey. The ai- 
fembly on this oceafion was extremely full and ferioufly attentive. 


‘Oi Lord’s day; December 4, 1808, the Rev. Samvex B. 
Hiakitis Was folemnly fet apart and ordained for the work of the 
Chriftian miniftry, in the Second Baptift Church in Philadelphia, 
Of whieh the Rev. Mr. White is paftor. The exercifes were _ 
condticted by the following brethren :—The introdudory prayer, 
and-queftiotis to thé candidate, by the Rev. Dr. Rogers; the 
férrhon, by the Rev. Dr. Staughton, from 2 Cor. iv. 1, 2; the 

, prayers and tight hand of fellowfhip, as is cuftomary 
in the churches of the Philadelphia Baptift Affociation, by all 
the niinifters concerned in the ordination of the candidate; the 
vhatge and concluding prayer by the Rev. Mr. White. The 
alidierice was large, t ble, and fetioufly attentive ; the ex- 
ercilés fegilar, devotional, and impreffive. The harvelt is plen- 
re6as s may the Lord fend forth more labourers into his harvett, 
and blefs yet to a a degree our rejoicing Zion ! 

_ Mr. Haris has for the prefent taken the overfight of the Bap- 
tit churthi Of Freehold, Moniouth county, New-Jerfey. 














s 
Anecdotes. 


Anecdotes, 


Cruelty dfarmed by Mecknefs. 

A POOR, but pious woman, who had heen much perfecuted 
by an ungodly hufband, for her. love to Jefus and his gofpel; 
after hearing the minifter whom fhe attended, preach a lecture 
on that precious promife, Dents sxxiii. 25, “* Thy fhoes fhall be 
iron and brafs ; and as thy days, fo fhall thy ftrength be.” She 
returned home to her habitation, with an uncommon enlargement 
of heart. As foon as fhe entered the houfe, her hufband, who was 
juft come from the alehoufe, firft began to abufe her, and then, 
by a blow op the fage firuck her to the ground. .The good wo- 
man, who had learned of her blefled Lord not to render evil for 
evil, rofe, and faid to her hufband, “ You have &ruck me on the 
one cheek, and, as Chrift hath commanded me, I turn tl other 
to you; if you have the heart to do it, fmite that alfo, and I will 
cheerfully bear it for his fake, who has this night ~promifed to 
give me ftrength for my day of trial.””—Instead of repeating the 
blow, the man’s heart was ftruck with a convidion that there 
mult be something far above what nature could teach, in that reli, 
gion which enabled. his wife to bear fuch ufage in fuch a fpirit: 
this determined him to go with her to hear her minifter. The 
Lord met with his foul; and the minifter who: related the an- 
ecdote, faid he was at that time one of the moft lively and de- 
vout men in his congregation.—Thus we fee, the “ wrath of man 
fhall praife the Lord, and the remainder of it he will reftrain,’’ 


Bap Augual Regifler. 


It is faid of the late Rev. James Hervey, that on one of: his 
friends expreffing his furprife, that he never vifited at the houfe 
of a man of bigh rank, who had repeatedly invited him, he re- 
plied, * I cannot poffibly go there, becaufe there is no room for 
my Master; and it ill becomes a fervant to go where his Lord 
would not be qwelcgme.”’ Baptifi Anaval Regifter. 


It is faid, that.an Indian and a white man being at. meety 
ing together, were both ftruck under coaviction by the fame fer- 
mon. The Indian was fhortly after brought to rejoice in par- 
doning mercy. The white man was for a long time under dif- 
trefs of mind, and at times almoft ready to defpair ; but at length 
he was alfo brought to a comfortable experience of forgivin 
love. Some time after, meeting his red brother, he thus addreff- 
ed him: “ How is it, that I fhould be fo long under convic- 
tion, when you found comfort fo foon?” QO brother,” replied 
the Indian, “me tell you; there come aloag a rich prince, he 
propofe to give you a new coat; you look at your coat, and fay, 
‘I don’t know, my coat pretty good ; I believe it wil! do a little 
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longer.’ He then offer me new coat, I look on my old blanket, 1 
fay, this good for nothing ; I fling it right away, and accept the 
new coat. Juft fo brother, you try to make your old righteouf- 
nefs do for fome time; you loth to give it up; but I, poor In- 


dian, had none ; therefore I glad at once to receive the righteouf- 
nefs of the Lord Jefus Chri’ 


The Profeffor and Poffeffor, the Hearer and Doer, 
contrafted. 


The Profeffor. , The Poffeffor. 5 
With fober look, and mincing walk; With heav'nly light and life poffefs'd, 
And tongue tipp'd fmooth in Bible talk, With genuine love of Chrift imprefs'd ; 
Religion’s track he feems to tread, Both felf and fin he daily flies, 
Though nunber’d yet among the dead. And ftill on fov'’reign grace relics. 


; The Hearer. The Doer. 
With carriage grave, and habit neat, With ready mind, and fkeady pace, 
On leifure deys he'll take his feat ; Behold him run the Chriftian race ; 
Attentive feems, though what hehears Encourag d by the prize in view, 


we 
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No further enters than his ears. He bears the worc, and doth it too, 
And proves his faith divinely true. 











“ ORIGINAL. 
Paraphrafe on Pfalm cxxxvii. 

By Babel’s cold and cheerlefs ftreams, Where is that heav'nly joy aid peace 
My foul has long remain’d ; You once profefs’d to find t 
Far from the fun’s reviving beams, In talking of Jchowah’s grace ? 3 

A captive I am chain’d . Sweet tranf/port of the mind! : 
My long-neglected harp.unftrung, Alas! how can my joylefs foul, Ra 
And fadly out of tune, Attempt fuch notes to raife ? 
Upon the bending willows hung— A captive, bound in fin and thrall, a 
I fit and make my moan. Can I my Jefus praife ? 3 
While grief fits heavy on my heart, Although in this drear wafte I fit, & 
And no kind friend appears, And grieve, lament, and figh, ra 
Sweet confolation to impart, My happy home { can’t forget ; . uy 
And wipe my falling tears ; Sweet home of facred joy ! i 
My fcoffing enemies deride Jerufalem! Oh, how I long me 
My heavy grief and pain; Oncé more to tread thy conrts ; és 
With cruel arrogance and pride, And there to tune my grateful fong, P 
They treat me with difdain. «“ Where God my King reforts.” t 
Now let us hear, (they taunting cry,) Dear Jefus, break thefe hateful bands; 
One of your heav’nty fongs ; Thy captive thither bring: 
No longer lay your mufic by, I long to fee fair Canaan’s lands, 


Nor doat on gricfs and wrongs. And thy {weet praifes fing. 


E, A. . 





